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Let’s Win! 
Parent(s) and Guardian(s):  

The month of January has been quite busy for the Booker Middle Learning 

Community.   It is my pleasure to thank you for your commitment to helping us create and 

maintain an orderly, trusting and caring environment where teaching and learning are 

exciting and students are assisted as they develop responsibility.  Robert Heinlein stated, 

“Love is the condition in which the happiness of another person is essential to your own.”  

We have rallied together with love to build upon our school’s organization, curricular and 

VPA programs, and activities.  We continue to design ways to accommodate individual 

learning styles so that all students become critical thinkers that experience success.  

We at Booker Middle School are very committed to helping our students become 

productive citizens in the communities we serve.  As parents, we encourage you to remain 

committed to helping us provide a strong educational base, in a richly diversified 

environment, that will develop our students’ individual interests and talents.  In short, our 

goal is to continue being a positive place for learning where children and adults grow in 

knowledge, skills and respect.   

Join me in also thanking our unsung heroes, the staff of Booker Middle School. Each 

day our students benefit from the work they are committed to doing.  They touch the lives of 

our students daily and each are committed to 100 % of Booker Middle students leaving 

“College and Career Ready”.  Thank you to all staff members, you are our unsung heroes! 

 

Dr. LaShawn Frost 

 

 

Principal 
 

DON’T MISS!! 
 

VPA EXTERNAL AUDITIONS 
Saturday February 10th   

9:00AM-12:00PM @BMS 

 

STAY INFORMED! 
Website: www. sarasotacountyschools.net/schools/bookermiddle 

BMS Twitter: @bookermiddle 

VPA Website: www.BookerMiddleSchoolVPA.weebly.com 

VPA Facebook: Booker Middle School Arts 

VPA Instagram: @BookerMiddleVPA 
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This time of year, school counselors check grades 

and meet with at risk students for academic 

advisement. It’s a time to prepare for transition. 

Eighth graders prepare for high schools and 

parents of incoming 6th graders are invited to 

attend a BMS program showcase. 

In addition to the School Parent Information 

Nights (SPIN), the high school counselors visit 8th 

graders on our campus to discuss their high 

schools and to register students districted to their 

schools for classes. Riverview and Sarasota 

counselors visit the week of March 12th. Booker 

counselors will visit the week of March 19th.   

For parents of incoming 6th graders, a “showcase” 

has been planned for February 21st at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Media Center. 

Information will be provided later on course 
selection procedures for returning BMS students.  

 

 

Congratulations, Students of the Month!! 
 Alex Alonzo 

Ty'anna Ash 
Jaiden Azzolino 
Dashiel Bacharach 
Carmen Barragan 
Nathaniel Bayles 
Baylou Baylou 
Christina Brush 
Elina Carter 
Gabrielle Cedano 

Emma Clarke 
Aukan Coliguante-Rivero  
Viridiana Contreras-Perez 
Gabriel Cordero 
Paola Cuevas Del Valle 
Joshua Davis 
Joshua Davis 
Keira Donovan 
Iabella Dykstra 
Adison Endres 
Jonathan France 
Koraima Garza 

 
 

Maeva Ginsberg-Klemmt 
Carter Gish 
Princess Grant 
Melissa Gutierrez-Padilla 
Ki'mya Harris 
Arique Heemal 
Keenan Howell 
Tenilla Jackson 
Jasper Johnson 
Jessie Johnston 

Jameasha Jones 
Mahkayla Jones-Burton 
Maria Juarez-Lopez 
Alexander Lanciault 
Paris Levine 
Lucien Love 
Cristobal Lugardo-Lopez 
Michael Marrero 
Jordan Martinez 
Mija Mayes 
Tahjaviun McKay 
Tatyanna Mitchell 

 

Hong Nguyen 
Raniyah Perry 
Myla Phelps 
Jonathan Porras-DeMarini 
Anthony Quevedo 
Kyle Riddle 
Kevin Rivero 
Jackson Smith 
Monserrat Soreque-Reyes 
Laura Swartzendruber 
Nathan Thiboutat 
Alexandra Vidal 
Emily Villareal 
Haley Vu 
Wesley Walker 
Asia Weddington 
Briana Wilder  
Dallas Williams 
Jaylah Wilson 

Kylee Worth 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

BMS Boys’ Basketball Team is 

championship bound!  Their spot was clinched 
with a victory over Pineview on January 23rd!  We 
are so proud of their hard work and dedication. 

CONGRATS ON A WELL-
EARNED WIN!! 
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Jimmy Forrest is an American jazz musician, who played tenor 

saxophone throughout his career.  Forrest is known for his first solo 

recording of "Night Train". It reached No. 1 on the Billboard R&B 

chart in March 1952, and stayed at the top for seven weeks. "Hey Mrs. 

Jones" (No. 3 R&B) and "Bolo Blues" were his other hits. All were 

made for United Records, which recorded Forrest between 1951 and 

1953. He recorded frequently as both a sideman and a bandleader. 

Aukan’s Artist Pick: 
 Jimmy Forrest 

“ I’ve really liked playing ‘Night Train.’” 

Musician: Tenor Saxophone (1920-1980)  

 When he is not busy on campus with band 

or robotics he might be found working with the 

science fair club.  He recently attended a science 

fair on Wednesday, January 31st.  He said his big 

take-away from the event was that, “you can 

always learn new things and there are always 

opportunities to make new friends.” 

 Aukan is looking forward to leveling out 

his knowledge, making new friends, and setting 

new goals at Booker Middle.  “I want to explore 

and check out my options,” he said.  This eloquent 

6th grader had this to offer students thinking of 

attending BMS, “Try your best to be a nice person 

and do what you think is right.  Find the balance 

between going with the flow and making waves.  

You are going to have to be independent one day 

so start thinking independently.”   And to 

everyone he’d like to say, “There are people who 

can’t speak for themselves.  Sometimes they need 

you to speak and advocate for them.  I know 

sometimes I just want to be heard.” 

 Thanks for your wonderful words Aukan.  

We can’t wait to see what awaits you here at 
BMS! 

 6th grader Aukan Coligrante is a young man 

with a curious and quick mind and, as he says, 

“restless fingers.”  He is able to put both of those 

traits to good use as he expertly plays the piano in 

Mr. Nielsen’s jazz band.  Aukan’s work in his first 

year has been a real stand-out!  Mr. Nielsen says, 

“He our new up-and-comer pianist, who takes it 

very seriously and works very diligently.  I’m 

actually writing him alternate parts.  He’s currently 

playing the trombone section because we don’t 

have a trombone, along with 3 other parts.  His 

work is very different than that of the rest of the 

jazz band and he goes home and works with his 

teacher, then a day or two later comes in with it 

ready.  It’s quite impressive!” 

 It is no wonder Aukan is such a talented 

pianist.  He has been taking lessons at Music 

Compound since he was less than 5 years old!  

“I’ve always liked the piano.  That is my passion,” 

he stated.  He then amended, “Band is half my 

passion and robotics is the other half.  I’m kind of 

stuck in-between the two.”  The two both allowing 

him to “fiddle with his hands and expand my 

mind.”  This student is clearly wise beyond his 

years.   
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Legend 
  Purple & Gold BMS General Green Law Academy 

Blue Cambridge Red Sports & Athletics 

Yellow Clubs White Academics 

Gold Gifted & Talented Purple VPA & Arts 

VPA and Arts 
 

GUITAR/ORCHESTRA CONCERT 
Thursday. February 8th  
7:00 – 8:00 PM @BMS 

 

VPA EXTERNAL AUDITIONS 
Saturday, February 10th  

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM @BMS 
 

MUSICAL 

“Pirates of Penzance” 
Friday, March 2nd  

7:00 PM @ Booker High 
 

MUSICAL 

“Pirates of Penzance” 
Saturday, March 3rd  

2:00 PM @ Booker High 
 

MUSICAL 

“Pirates of Penzance” 
Saturday, March 3rd  

7:00 PM @ Booker High 

 

SPORTS AND 

ATHLETICS 
 

TRACK & FIELD 
Thursday February 15th 

4:30 @ Brookside 
 

TRACK & FIELD 
Thursday February 22nd  

4:30 @ Booker 

 
TRACK & FIELD 
Thursday March 1st   
4:30 @ Heron Creek 

 

BMS GENERAL 
 

PARENT UNIVERSITY 
Wednesday February 8th  
5:30-6:30 PM @ BMS 

VALENTINE’S DAY DANCE 
Friday February 9th  

6:30-9:00 PM @ BMS 

NEWK’S FAMILY NIGHT 
Tuesday February 20th  

5:00-9:00 PM @ Newk’s 

BMS “SHOWCASE” FOR INCOMING 

STUDENTS 
Wednesday February 21st   

5:30 PM @ BMS Media Center 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
Tuesday February 27th   

5:00-6:00 PM @ BMS 

SAC MEETING 
Tuesday February 27th   

6:00-7:30 PM @ BMS 

 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

BMS VPA 
FUNDRAISER 

Saturday April 28th 

 
more details to come… 
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Help our school earn $$$$!  Please clip 

box tops off participating products and 

encourage your friends and family to clip 

as well!  You can bring them to the front 

office of our school. 
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Unity Award Winner 

BMS 8th grade Math teacher, Mrs. Zemora, will be honored with 
the Hurricane Heroes Award with her group SRQ Helps PR at the 
Sarasota Magazine 2018 Unity Awards to be held on February 8th.  

The awards are a celebration of the people, companies and 
projects advancing equality, diversity and inclusion in our 

community and around the world. Our winners are advocates for 
the poor, for the physically and mentally disabled, for those from 

difference cultures, races and religious backgrounds, and those in 
crisis.  CONGRATULATIONS MRS. ZEMORA! 

All State Chorus 
A big congratulations to Laura Swartzendruber who was selected 

for Florida All State Middle School Mixed Choir.  She participated 

in Tampa in January and Ms. Chapman couldn’t be more proud of 

Laura’s talent and hard work… and neither could we!! 

Dance Concert 
On Saturday January 13th at Booker High School the students 

of the VPA Dance department put on a wonderful performance.  Mr. 

Batista and Ms. Redding choreographed pieces of many different 

styles that were beautifully executed by our talented students.  It is so 

exciting to see how our students improve and grow as artists 

throughout the course of a year! 

Bits N Pieces XI 
.       On Monday, January 22nd, the Advanced VPA Drama class 

shared scene and monologue work with a delighted audience on 

Florida Studio Theatre’s Keating Stage.  Atop the set for FST’s 

production of “Heisenberg”, the 10 talented students wowed the 

assembled group with perfect comedic timing and witty banter.  A 

lovely potluck dessert reception followed.  Look for a similar 

performance by the Beginning and Intermediate VPA Drama 

students in early May! 
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Achieva Run For Good 5K 
Three of our faculty members took part in the Achieva Credit Union 

“Run For Good” 5K run/walk on Saturday, January 27th in the 

early morning.  Charlie Roediger, Michelle Wilkinson, and Mary Pat 

Everist made BMS proud by their participation in this annual event.  

All proceeds from the race are given out as grants to local schools 

and teachers receiving grants this year were recognized before the 

official start whistle.  Both Cheryl Thomas and Carrie Mills were the 

names recognized during the pre-race announcement.  Congrats to 

all! 

Airport Contest Winner 

 8th grader and Advanced 2D/3D Art student, Madeline Seah, had her 

work selected for the SRQ Airport Art Contest and will have it 

displayed in the SRQ airport for a whole year! Plaque and all!  Make 

sure you keep an eye out during your travels. 

Bits and Kits 
Theresa Dwulit was at it again. Recently, her students were 

working with kits that involved students working with 

circuits. She was able to purchase the kits through “Donors 

Choose” 

Dragonfly Cafe 

Dragonfly Café proved to be the perfect haven from the cold 
weather on January 18th.  The students wowed the audience 

with their moving words and passionate messages.  It is always 
wonderful to hear Ms. Fox’s students expressing themselves 
with their beautiful words. 

 

In January, 5th graders and their parents and guardians packed 

into an exhibition hall to check out what school might be the 

right middle school for them.  Our administrators and 

representatives from our Webleaders were on hand to tell 

these students all about our wonderful school.  

Looking Toward Next Year 
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Millicent Johnnie Visit 

 In January Encore and VPA dance students were treated to a 

master class with choreographer Millicent Johnnie.  Millicent not 

only worked with the students on the steps, but she also discussed 

with them the history, heritage, and emotion behind the piece 

and its style.   

Visit to Evita 
In December Ms. Mills’ Musical Theatre students were treated to 

an afternoon at the theater.  They attended the Asolo Theater’s 

production of Evita.  Even more exciting than the wonderful 

performance by the show’s leading players, was getting to see 

classmate Ryan Modjeski shine brightly in the production’s 

Children’s Choir!! 

Meet Mia Redding 
We would like to welcome Mia Redding, our new dance faculty member, to 

BMS.  Mia is expert in many dance styles from Ballet and West African 

dance for which she trained at Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in New 

York City, to Jazz, Hip-Hop, Modern, and Tap. In 2006 she moved with her 

family to Sarasota, Florida to attend Booker High School VPA, while 

performing with MTV, Earl Mosley Institute of the Arts, Ringling Arts 

Festival and Fuzion Dance Artists. In 2012 Redding received a full 

scholarship for dance at Santa Fe College, and went on to graduate Summa 

Cum Laude for her BFA degree in Dance Performance and Choreography 

from the University of Florida.  We are excited to have her as part of our 

team! 

Grant From Designing Daughters 
Our VPA program received an $1,800 grant from the wonderful 

Designing Daughters organization.  The grant will be used to 

support the VPA fundraiser coming up on April 28th.  Thanks 

Designing Daughters! 
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Making a plan for later in the year?   

Check out all our school’s calendars to make sure you know what is going on!
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Come visit our 

generous community 
partners on their 

scheduled night and a 

portion of the profits 
from that evening is 

donated to our 
school!  Flyers with 

details and coupons 
will be distributed at 

school.  Invite your 

friends!

5:00PM-9:00PM 5:00PM-9:00PM 5:00PM-9:00PM

Blaze Pizza Night 

 
215 N Cattlemen Rd  

Freddy’s Night 

 
6224 N Lockwood Ridge 

Newk’s Night 

 
5405 University Pkwy  

5:00PM-8:00PM 5:00PM-9:00PM 5:00PM-9:00PM

Culver’s Night 

 
2605 University Pkwy  

Tijuana Flat’s Night 

 
5215 University Pkwy 

Blaze Pizza Night 

 
215 N Cattlemen Rd 

5:00PM-9:00PM 5:00PM-9:00PM 5:00PM-8:00PM 

Freddy’s Night 

 
6224 N Lockwood Ridge 

Newk’s Night 

 
5405 University Pkwy 

Culver’s Night 

 
2605 University Pkwy 
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For more information on Booker Middle School Visual and Performing Arts events or 

admissions, contact VPA Coordinator Savannah Holds at bookermiddlevpa@gmail.com 
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Parental Notification 
Principal Attestation of Qualifications 
For Teachers and Paraprofessionals 

Booker Middle School 

Sarasota County School District 

As required by P.L. 107-110, Section 1119(i) of Title I, Part A, I attest to the following for 
the school year 2017-2018: 

 All teachers teaching in core academic subject areas and hired after the first day of 

2001-2003 school year and teaching in a program and supported by Title I, Part A 
funds, are highly qualified. 

 All instructional paraprofessionals, (except for translations and parental involvement 
activities) meet the requirements to be considered highly qualified. 

 
Copies of this attestation are available at the school and district office and will be made 

available to the general public upon request. 
 
Dr. LaShawn Frost 

 

 

Title I Booklet Distribution 
 

 

What is “Parent’s-Right-to-Know” 
Federal law requires that the Sarasota County School District notify parents of all children 
in Title I schools of their rights to receive timely information on the professional 
qualifications of their child’s teacher.  Parents may request information about the 

professional qualifications of the student’s classroom teacher including, at a minimum, the 
following: 

 Whether the teacher has met the state qualifications and certification criteria for the 
grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction. 

 Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through 

which state qualification or certification criteria has been waived. 

 The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate certificate or 
degree held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification or degree. 

 Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their 

qualifications 

[Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Section 1112] 

 

If you did not receive a Title I booklet, please notify Debra Alvis-Greenwald (941)359-

5824 or debra.alvis-greenwald@sarasotacountyschools.net 



 

To some our donors, volunteers, partners, and supporters! 

Kelly Carney 

Drew Carney 

Angelina Pastrana 

Loriann Wilder 

Thuy-a Khue 

Mary Grandpre 

Jewelle Ward 

Kathryn Moroney 

Ria Cooper 

Tim O’Donnell 

Kelli Maldonado 

Hannah Bagnall 

Bruce Price 

Nick Saldizar 

Scott Keys 

Seth Berry 

Bill Wagy 

Beth Duda 

 

Danielle Holdway 

Cathy Pizzaro 

Kimberley Summers 

Maria Savino 

Stacey Gold Leiber 

Dawn Ramon 

Shannon Kraska 

Susan Horowitz 

AnneMarie Russell 

Jennifer Flerlage 

Nancy Millholand 

Mike DeMaio 

Larissa Whalen 

Krista Baker 

Angela Hartvigsen 

Brian Hersh 

Jessica di Lorenzo 

Laura Courter 
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