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Starting Off the New Year Right! 
Booker Middle School Family, 

 Welcome to 2018!  I hope everyone had a wonderful break and is feeling ready to tackle the 

challenges and excitement ahead as we face the second semester of the school year.  Now is a wonderful 

opportunity to reboot and proceed with a renewed sense of purpose.  I encourage you to take the time to 

think about all you can accomplish in the next 5 months.  Believe me, the potential is endless! 

 There is so much going on at Booker Middle School, and so much that I am excited to share with 

you.  The second semester of the school year is always an exciting time to experience some of the fruits of 

our teachers’ and students’ labor.  Performances, exhibitions, competitions, and large projects are 

characteristic of this time of year, and make all of the hard work become visible.  It is important that we 

rally around these capstone achievements as staff, as parents and guardians, and as supportive community 

members.  It is vital that our students’ progress not only be acknowledged, but also be seen.  Some of their 

work is coming to fruition right now, and it is a beautiful thing. 

And, conversely, we want to see what you’ve been up to as well!  Please keep us informed of what 

your family, your business, or your organization is up to.  A school is a community hub, and part of our 

students’ education depends on a connection to the community around them.  Let us know how we can be 

of service, let us know how we can participate, or just let us know what you are up to.   

This is the year we accomplish what before seemed impossible.  This is the year we take a big step 

toward our dreams.  And to our 5th graders, this may even be the year you join us on this journey of 

education.  This year can be whatever you want it to be, and I look forward to all the experiences we are 

about to share together in what is certain to be a dynamic year! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Principal 

DON’T MISS!! 
 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 

MTG 
Tuesday, January 23rd  

5:00-6:00 PM PM @ BMS 

 

STAY INFORMED! 
Website: www. sarasotacountyschools.net/schools/bookermiddle 

VPA Website: www.BookerMiddleSchoolVPA.weebly.com 

VPA Facebook: Booker Middle School Arts 

VPA Instagram: @BookerMiddleVPA 

Twitter: @bookermiddle 
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School-Wide Monthly Focus on Reading/Writing Skills 

Write Informative/Explanatory Text 

We do this in order to examine a topic and convey ideas, 

concepts, and information through the selection, 

organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

 

Exercise For Parents and Students 
Choose a topic together that a student finds interesting and 

engaging.  Pull together a few resources from different types 

of media.  This can include articles online or in print, videos 

about the topic, or you can even create your own experience 

from which to draw information (interviews can be a fun 

way to do this!).  Put together a short article (maybe a couple 

paragraphs).  This is a great exercise to start a conversation 

about the best resources for reliable information. 

 

 

 

 

Have fun reading with your child! 
 

 

 

 

Congratulations, Students of the Month!! 
 

Michelle Castilla 
Damian Chestnut 
Emma Clark  
Ursula Cook 
Jaydenm Crowell 
Naiomi Cyrus 
Jonathan Demarini 
Leah Dubose 
Eusebio Dylan-Ramon 
Taylar Elkins 

Adison Endres 
Xavier Fowler 
Maeva Ginsberg-Klemmt 
Norah Gipson 
Melia Haddock 
Ja-darius Hamilton 
Isaiah Haus 
Bryan Hernandez-Chavez 

 

J'Niyah Hunter 
Dania Johnson 
Hana Knowlton 
Jordan Lee 
Dennise Martinez-Munoz 
Aariona McDonald 
David Mendoza 
Cesar Montiel-Chavez 
Jaylen Oliver 
Johannis Ontivero 

Michael Paavo-Taylor 
Nichole Parisi 
Christopher Parker 
Jordan Parks 
Nakya Parks 
Roman Perez 
Blaze R 
Trinity Richardson 

 

Keenean Robinson 
Arturo Rodriguez 
Mariah Sanchez 
Marielena Savino 
Mercedes Seepaul 
Rylee Shaffer 
James Simmons 
Azariah Summers 
Laura Swartzendruber 
Andrea Torres-Aguero 

Leslie Vences-Avena 
Logan Warren 
Jeffrey Wheeler 
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An Italian Renaissance polymath whose areas of interest included invention, 

painting, sculpting, architecture, science, music, mathematics, engineering, literature, 

anatomy, geology, astronomy, botany, writing, history, and cartography, Da Vinci has 

been variously called the father of paleontology, ichnology, and architecture, and is 

widely considered one of the greatest painters of all time. Sometimes credited with the 

inventions of the parachute, helicopter and tank, he epitomized the Renaissance 

humanist ideal. 

Hong Nguyen’s Artist Pick: 
 Leonardo Da Vinci 

“His painting techniques inspire me to be a better artist and to explore more techniques.” 

Artist – Scientist – “Renaissance Man” 

Source: Wikipedia.com 

lauded that Mr. Nguyen is, “…nothing short of 

amazing!  I have had the honor of being Hong’s 

teacher for many years.  He is the picture of a 

perfect student: hard working, always willing to 

participate in class discussion, and he puts his 

heart into every project.  I absolutely LOVE 

him…”.  Ms Ward raved, “Hong is a dedicated 

and very respectful student. His work has 

consistently improved throughout the semester 

and he is always putting 110% into his art. Hong is 

also very inquisitive when it comes to the arts. 

Almost daily he is asking questions about what 

being an artist means, what techniques can be 

manipulated, and what I think about his artwork. 

Hong is an ideal art student and perfect role model 

for other peer artists in the VPA program. It is his 

perseverance and self-driven work ethic that 

makes him such a noteworthy artist at Booker 

Middle School”. 

 For students thinking about coming to 

BMS’s VPA program, Hong’s advice is to “be 

organized and have good behavior skills.”  He also 

wanted to encourage them and all the newsletter 

readers to follow their dreams! 

 This is 6th grader Hong Nguyen’s first year 

at BMS, but it’s clear that he already feels 

comfortable here.  Previously a Tuttle Elementary 

student, Hong is currently enrolled in the 2D/3D 

Art and Graphic Design disciplines.   “It’s pretty 

great here,” he said very matter-of-factly, “I’m 

learning exciting new things about software and 

how the principles and elements of design work.” 

 Hong has been drawing since he was a 

small child.  “I always used to draw Spiderman, 

but he would come out all weird and blocky,” he 

quipped.  Even then, he always found the process 

of doing the art itself satisfying.  Now his favorite 

medium is colored pencils, which he appreciates for 

their malleability and ability to blend (if you get the 

correct type).  He is also very keen on realism.  “I 

really like that it is almost in its own world.”   

 When he is not creating you might find him 

enjoying some time outside.  “I like living in 

Sarasota, because even though it’s hot, you can go 

outside and do stuff,” he stated.  He also loves 

music, though he confessed, “I am really more of a 

listener.”  He is a fan of many different styles of 

music from classical to Dubstep.   

 This talented young man has clearly made a 

big impression on his VPA teachers.  Ms Burbridge 

Leonardo was, and is, renowned primarily as a painter. Among his works, the Mona Lisa is the most famous and most 

parodied portrait, and The Last Supper the most reproduced religious painting of all time. Leonardo's drawing of The Vitruvian 

Man is also regarded as a cultural icon, having been reproduced on items as varied as the Euro coin, textbooks, and T-shirts. 
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Legend 
  Purple & Gold BMS General Green Law Academy 

Blue Cambridge Red Sports & Athletics 

Yellow Clubs White Academics 

Gold Gifted & Talented Purple VPA & Arts 

VPA and Arts 
 

WINTER DANCE 

CONCERT 
Saturday January 13th  

7:00 PM @ Booker High 
 

DRAGONFLY CAFÉ  
Thursday January 18th  
6:30PM BMS Rm. 130 

 

SPORTS AND 

ATHLETICS 
 

BMS GENERAL 
 

 
BOOKER HIGH PREVIEW 

NIGHT 
Thursday January 18th  

6:00 PM @ BHS 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
Tuesday January 23rd   

5:00-6:00 PM @ BMS 

SAC MEETING 
Tuesday January 23rd  

 6:00-7:30 PM @ BMS 

BMS OPEN HOUSE 
Monday January 29th  

 5:00 PM @ BMS 

 

PARENT UNIVERSITY 
Wednesday January 31st  
 5:30-6:30 PM @ BMS 

NEWK’S FAMILY NIGHT 
Thursday February 1st  

5:00-9:00 PM @ Newk’s 

 

 

  

BASKETBALL 
Wednesday January 10th (Home) 

Wednesday January 17th (Pineview) 

All - Girls: 6:00 PM 
Boys: 7:30 PM 

 
The county tournament will include the top 

4 teams and will be on Tuesday January 

23rd Location TBA 

The championship game will be @ 

Riverview High on Thursday Jan 25th Girls 

@ 6:00 and Boys @ 7:30. 

 

CLUBS 
YAN LAUNCH PARTY 

Friday January 26th  

3:00-6:00 PM @ BMS 

 

2017 Community Dinner 
What a wonderful family event!! There were over 200 people present 

laughing and enjoying themselves.  Many of our clubs and programs came 

together to make the evening wonderful: Interact/web leaders, Divas, 

2D/3D Art, Graphic Design, Dragonfly Café, Orchestra, Band, Chorus. 

Thank you to Allison Cohen, Karen Hart, Angie O’Dell, Melissa Barber, 

Nick Termine, Rick Ramón, Julie Stewart, Cheryl Thomas, Joanna Fox, 

Nurse Payne, Luke Grady, Susan Dumas, Ed Frazier, Chanequiva Collins, 

Georgia Gordon, Amy Thomas, Ron Jones and Kathy Howard. The 

warmth of the Holiday season was truly present at this family-filled event. 
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Drama Showcase  
It was so fun to see Ms Mills’ Drama students shine in the wonderful 

Drama Showcase, Shining Stars and Hidden Gems on Nov 9th and 10th.  

The show featured BMS plays from the last seven years of the Florida 

Studio Theatre’s international “Write a Play” program.  The seats of 

the amphitheater were full as the students gave an energetic and 

exuberant performance. 

Renaissance Concert 
Our Chorus students, led by Ms Chapman, performed in a Renaissance 

concert at St. John’s United Methodist Church alongside Riverview High 

School.  The concert was beautiful, and our students gave a fantastic 

performance! 

 

Interact Club Pitches In 
Twenty of our Interact students stayed after school on Tuesday, 

December 19, to wrap toys for our Community Dinner on Wednesday, 

December 20.  We are so proud of all the hard work they did to make the 

Community Dinner so special, and all of the work they continually do to 

benefit our community! 

3D Printing At BMS 
It was so exciting to see Mrs. Dwulit’s classes witness their projects 

literally coming to life on the 3D printer.  The Sarasota Herald-

Tribune was on hand to report on the exciting project that allowed 

math students to use a program that can convert formulas into three-

dimensional objects.  Our non-technology students are so lucky to 

have the opportunity to get their hands on this resource and learn its 

real world application! 

 

Academics 

Bowling 
Our ESOL students had an afternoon of fun bowling at Evie’s 

Tavern and Grill.  This trip was a reward for all of the diligent hard 

work these students have been doing this year.  Work hard, play 

hard… right?! 
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Science Fair 
This year, a select number of students joined Science Club and have met diligently 

since September to write research plans and complete science fair projects under the 

guidance of teacher Miss Amy Thomas, and several other esteemed BMS Science 

teachers. These students conducted experiments varied in topic, and generated 

intriguing results in the areas of plant growth, DNA extraction, and parabolic 

reflectors.  They each determined whether collected data supported initial 

predictions, and exceled in dealing with rigorous questioning from judges as they 

competed in our BMS school-level fair.  Most of the student body was involved that 

day, walking through to view project boards and cast ballots.  All Science Fair 

students worked very hard and deserve a round of applause for their efforts. 

Art/Multimedia Show 
Parents and students filled Tornado Gallery on December 5th to 

observe the beautiful artwork of Ms Ward’s 2D/3D Art, and Ms 

Burbridge’s Graphic Design, students.  Everyone participated in 

an art activity, enjoyed snacks, and had a wonderful time.   

Poetry Show 
On that same evening, while the art was all visual inside Tornado 

Gallery, it took the form of words and sound outside the gallery’s 
doors.  Poets from Ms. Fox’s Dragonfly Café lined the entrances of 
Tornado Gallery to read their poems to passers-by.  Snaps as always 

to our fabulous poets! 
 

The following participants will proudly represent BMS at the Regional Science Fair to be held on January 31st: 

6th graders: J’Niyah Hunter with Colored Lights and Plant Growth (winner Student Choice Award), Justin 

Medrano with Ramps!, Rashaad Johns with Plant Jams, Maeva Ginsberg-Klemmt with Comparative 

Absorbency of Paper Towels, Aukán Coliguante-Rivero with What Generates a WiFi Connection Faster? 

8th grader: Arique Heemal with Strawberries and DNA (winner Judges’ Best Overall Score) 

Please show them your continued support.  Goooo BMS Science! 

BMS Students Attend the Venice Symphony 
Thanks to a generous discount offered to Booker Middle School 

students on behalf of the Venice Symphony, ten students and six 

parents were able to attend a symphony performance this month. All 

the student participants were VPA Orchestra students, and deeply 

appreciated the opportunity to see a live professional orchestra. For 

most of them, it was their first time ever attending a live performance!  
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On December 5th the VPA Band, Chorus, and Orchestra students 

treated their audience to a beautiful night of music.  Mr. Nielsen, 

Ms Chapman, and Mr. Martin put together a wonderful program 

peppered with Holiday and seasonal music.  The students did a 

wonderful job! 

 

Dulcimer Performance 
Many of our VPA students were treated to a private performance by 

two accomplished dulcimer players, Dan Landrum and Aaron 

O’Rourke.  Not only did students and teachers get to experience the 

beautiful music, but they were also given a lesson in the history and 

mechanics of the instruments.  Thank you, Mrs. Mills, for bringing 

these incredible musicians to our campus! 

Congrats to Allison Cohen! FINALIST! 
Please join me in congratulating Allison Cohen, who was one of the 

three finalists for 2018’s Teacher of the Year!  

Allison is an extraordinary teacher who maintains a high level of 

academic expectation for all students.  She also works diligently and 

conscientiously to create an engaging learning 

environment.  Allison, we are proud of your accomplishments and 

of how well you represent us!! 

 Orchestra Performance at UTC 
In December, Mr. Martin brought some of his talented Orchestra 

VPA students to UTC to perform some selections.  Passers-by were 

charmed and impressed by our talented students. 

VPA 

Visit to Lincoln Cemetery 

Joint Winter Music Concert 

VPA 

In November, staff, parents and students volunteered for a community clean-

up event at Lincoln Cemetery.  Gardening tools were collected, and 

participants visited the cemetery to take part.  We hope to continue this 

monthly, and we could use your help.  If you are unable to participate please 

think about donating tools, lawn mowers, gloves, funds for head stones, or 

any other item we might need to beautify this area.  Get in touch with the 

front office to donate.  Thank you as always for your continued support! 
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SWAT Films a PSA 
SWAT students spent the day filming a public service announcement, and 

then marching on to be in the Holiday parade! 

Everyone had great attitudes, never gave up on their lines, and followed the 

Director’s notes.  There were 15 student SWAT members from Sarasota 

County, and BMS had the largest representation with seven of our own in 

attendance!!!!!!! 

Please congratulate them on their efforts in STUDENTS WORKING 

AGAINST TOBACCO:  Jamarion Summers, Azariah Summers, Marvin 

Smith, Josina Paschal, Amarria Jones, Chitiyah Bowman, Brandon Barnes 

(They also got to take home very nice SWAT water bottles, and were well 

fed from Domino’s and Chick-Fil-A!) 

Arts & Cultural Alliance Principals’ Luncheon 

Our wonderful Drama and Musical Theatre students gave a beautiful 

performance at the Arts and Cultural Alliance’s Annual Principals’ 

Luncheon that honors Principals from across Sarasota County.  Thank 

you students, for representing our school with such talent and poise! 

Bookerbots Big Win! 
   The BMS VEX IQ robot team took first place in both the Competition and 

Robot Design categories at the "Bobcat Brawl" State Qualifier at Northport 

High School this weekend. With over 36 entries from around the state along 

with SCSB teams, the event fostered good competition.  The win was an extra 

surprise this early in the season because we had intended to use this 

tournament as a shakedown cruise.  As a result of the win we will receive a bid 

to the State Tournament in Tampa next Spring.  Please offer your 

congratulations to Arique Heemal, Ronaldo Dos Santos and Arif Mahe! 

BMS Employee of the Year 2018 
It comes as no surprise to anyone who has spent time on the BMS campus that 

Mrs. Alvis-Greenwald, our administrative assistant, was voted Booker Middle’s 

2018 Employee of the Year.  She is an invaluable member of our school.  Along 

with her administrative and organizational duties, Ms. Alvis-Greenwald also is in 

charge of the Interact/Webleaders, accompanying them on numerous volunteer 

and tutoring projects throughout the year, and so, so much more.  Congratulations, 

Ms. Alvis- Greenwald!  We are so lucky to have you! 
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Orchestra Performance at Healthy Pantry 
Our VPA Orchestra students have been busy out in the community 

doing performances.  A string quartet performed at the Healthy 

Pantry fundraiser downtown at the Dimmitt Auto Showroom.  Our 

students impressed all those in attendance. 

 

Graphic Designer Visits 
Ms Burbridge’s VPA students were treated to a visit from a local 

graphic design professional.  Senior Art Director Lisa Grasso spoke 

to the students about what it takes to be a professional in the field!  

Thanks so much Lisa and Grapevine! 

Florida State Junior Thespians District Festival 
Our VPA Drama and Musical Theatre students wowed the adjudicators at the 
Florida State Junior Thespians District Festival in Tampa.  ALL students 

received either an Excellent or Superior rating!  In addition, Marielena Savino 
(7th) was chosen as the “Critic’s Choice” for her Solo Musical Performance. 

She performed her piece for the entire Festival at the closing ceremony.  Evie 
Brancati, Nicole Parisi, and Sage Leiber (all 8th) were recognized as the 
“Critic’s Choice Runners-Up” for their Ensemble Acting Scene.  We are very 

much looking forward to taking a strong team to the State Festival in early 

February.  Excellent Rating: Anthony Lobo – Marketing Design, Shayla 

White – Pantomime, Anthony Lobo and Randilyn Wilson – Duet Musical, 
Christina Brush and Dylan Ramon – Duet Musical, Randilyn Wilson – Solo 

Musical, Owen DeMaio and Jackson Carney – Improvisation, Anthony Lobo 

and Abbey Holdway – Duet Acting, Christina Brush – Monologue  Superior 

Rating: Jackson Carney – Solo Musical, Marielena Savino – Solo Musical, 

Isabella Pizarro – Solo Musical, Abbey Holdway – Solo Musical, Anthony 
Lobo and Christina Brush – Improvisation, Abbey Holdway – Monologue, 

Jackson Carney – Monologue, Zander Rouwhorst – Monologue, Isabela 
Pizarro – Monologue, Evie Brancati, Nicole Parisi, Sage Leiber – Ensemble 
Acting  

 
 Glenis Redmond Visits Dragonfly Poets 

Kennedy Center teaching artist, Glenis Redmond, stopped in at the 
Dragonfly Café to share her inimitable style of writing and performing 
poetry with the poets. 
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We are so proud of our teachers and students who performed and 

participated in this year’s Singing Christmas Tree at First Baptist 

Church.  It is always so much fun to see BMS staff and students 

performing and participating out in the community! 

 

 

Basketball Team Win! 
Booker’s Boys Basketball Team took home a win against Woodland 39-

30.  Great work, boys, and thanks to Coach Ward and Coach Daniels 

for their guidance and leadership!! 

Singing Christmas Tree 

Celtic Christmas Performance 
A performance similarly sprinkled with Booker Middle students and staff was 

the Celtic Christmas performance at First Presbyterian Church.  Three VPA 

Students and Mrs. Mills were part of a beautiful night celebrating the sights, 

sounds and joy of the season. 

IXL Award 
Mr. Roediger’s class received an award from IXL for answering over 

100,000 questions! They are almost up to 130,000 now! This includes all 

of their questions answered in every subject. 

Linda Fairstein Visits Creative Writing 
Mystery writer, Linda Fairstein, visited the VPA creative writers to 
share her writing process with them.  Some students accepted her 
challenge to write a mystery. 
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Parent University: 
        We know your child’s education and development is important to you, 

and that you would like to encourage them in any way you can.  Our 

monthly Parent University will give you some tools and strategies to best 

support their Booker Middle School education. (dates in “Calendars” section) 
Parent Involvement: 
        Our parents are the lifeblood of our school’s support network.  Each 
month our parents and faculty meet to discuss the activities associated with 

our school’s fundraising efforts.  (see dates in the “Calendars” section) 
SAC (School Advisory Council): 
        A formal monthly meeting where parents and community members meet 
with our Principal and other administrators to collaborate on school issues.  

(see dates in the “Calendars” section) 
VPA Booster Club: 
        Our Visual and Performing Arts Magnet students participate in a 

number of events and activities both on and away from our campus.  Our 
VPA Booster is designed to help our parents get involved and support 
performances, activities, and field trips. 
 

Donate: 
        Donations come in many forms and we appreciate all of them.  Email 
Savannah Holds (savannah.holds@sarasotacountyschools.net) for 

information on BMS Arts Giving.  For information regarding donations to 
our other programs email Debra Alvis-Greenwald  

(debra.alvis-greenwald@sarasotacountyschools.net). 

Volunteer: 
        BMS can always use a helping hand.  If you would like to donate your 

time to our wonderful school, please come to the front office of our school 

and sign up through PALS, or contact Debra Alvis-Greenwald. 
Attend: 
        There are so many events featuring our students, and it means the world 

to them when the attendance and support goes beyond their friends and 
family.  Attend an arts event, a sports event, or just come out to a Family 
Night with one of our business partners (see dates in the “Calendars” 

section). 

 

 
215 N Cattlemen Rd 

(941) 355-8400 

 

 
5354 Fruitville Rd, 

Sarasota, FL 34232 
(941) 552-8078 

mailto:savannah.holds@sarasotacountyschools.net
mailto:debra.alvis-greenwald@sarasotacountyschools.net
javascript:void(0)
https://www.google.com/search?q=nothing+bundt+cakes+sarasota&rlz=1C1GGRV_enUS752US752&oq=nothing+bu&aqs=chrome.0.0j69i57j0l4.4180j0j9&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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Making a plan for later in the year?   

Check out all our school’s calendars to make sure you know what is going on!
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Come visit our 

generous community 

partners on their 

scheduled night and a 
portion of the profits 

from that evening is 
donated to our 

school!  Flyers with 

details and coupons 
will be distributed at 

school.  Invite your 

friends!

5:00PM-9:00PM 5:00PM-9:00PM 5:00PM-9:00PM

Blaze Pizza Night 

 
215 N Cattlemen Rd  

Freddy’s Night 

 
6224 N Lockwood Ridge 

Newk’s Night 

 
5405 University Pkwy  

5:00PM-8:00PM 5:00PM-9:00PM 5:00PM-9:00PM

Culver’s Night 

 
2605 University Pkwy  

Tijuana Flats Night 

 
5215 University Pkwy 

Blaze Pizza Night 

 
215 N Cattlemen Rd 

5:00PM-9:00PM 5:00PM-9:00PM 5:00PM-8:00PM 

Freddy’s Night 

 
6224 N Lockwood Ridge 

Newk’s Night 

 
5405 University Pkwy 

Culver’s Night 

 
2605 University Pkwy 
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For more information on Booker Middle School Visual and Performing Arts events or 

admissions, contact VPA Coordinator Savannah Holds at bookermiddlevpa@gmail.com 


